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^oN.;RK,,.ln the Senate ve-terday. the

bill to facilitate communication between the

Atlantic and Pacific State* was passed. The

Consular and Diplomatic bill was taken

up and several amendments offered, some of

which were adopted and others rejected.
The House of Representatives after referring
to appropriate committees a number o bills

and resolutions, and rejecting a resolution
granting to Congress the power to prohibit
slaverv wherever it has the power to legislate,
by a decided vote, went into Commitee of tho
Whole and took up the Army Appropriation
bill which wasdiscussod, but without action,

the House adjourned.
Virginia Legislature..The Senate, on

Saturday, .struck out of the tai bill the ono

por cent" tax ou merchants' sales, by a vote

of 33 to 9. The joint resolutions introduced
into the House, in rosponso to certain reso¬

lutions voted for by the Democratic members
of tho Ohio Legislature, were passed. A

bill allowing a peusion to Mrs. Bridget Bur-
lav, widow of Thomas Burley, who was kill¬

ed' at the Harper's Ferry affair, was intro¬

duced. and ordered to a second reading, In

tho House of Delegates a number of acts ot

incorporation were passed. The bill pre¬
scribing the duties of Commissioners ot

Revenue, was debated.

Thf. Tax Bill .It will be seen that the
Senate of Virginia has stricken out of the

Tax bill, the one per cent, clause, which has

given occasion to so much discussion, the

vote for striking out was 33 to 9 against it

.a large majority. As far as that matter-

is concerned, therefore "peace is restored
and things remain "in statu quo ante hel¬

ium."
,

The price of gas is to be reduced in Uich-
roond from *3 to $2.50 per 100 feet.

The friends of Mr. Hunter are in high
spirits at the result of the election of Dele¬

gates to the Charleston Convention, so tar.

TheRomney Intelligencer speaking of the

movements in the Democratic ranks in the

Western part of the State, says that the '-new

lights bid fair to take the party/'
The Charleston papers are very plain

spoken in the advice to the "camp-followers
of the Democratic Convention, to keep awuy
from their city.

a

There are different opinions as to what will
be tho result of the contest in the Con¬
vention at Warrenton, in this District, be¬

tween the friends of Ciov. Wise and Mr.
Hunter.

m

The ultra abolitionists at the North, profess
to object to the tone and temper of Senator

Seward's late speech.and to think that, he

is far from coming up to the "right standar .

They are hard to please.
The man llicks, arrested in Rhode Island,

charged with the murders on board the ls-

lep oyster vessel, has been brought to New
York. He denies the charge, but a silver
watch and two money bags found in his

possession, are said to be the property of the
murdered Capt. Burr. Hicks, or Johnson,
refuses to give any account of his abandon¬
ment of the vessel. There is a question a*

to who has jurisdiction over the casc-or

whether the murders were committed on the

high seas, or within the territory of New
York.

M

"Intense anxiety!!" is expressed that the
Prince of Wales, ou his visit to Canada, in

May or June next, should "cross the line,
and call op-n "Uncle Sam." If be does, we
hope he will be very kindly and courteously
received.but thatjlunkryism by general con¬
sent, will be denounced. AV e should, indee .

like to see the future King of England, have
an opportunity of looking at. the practical
"doings" of a republican government and a

republican people.
^ _

Some of the New York papers would have
the public believe there is great anxiety and

interest felt in this country about the "tight
to "come off" in England, between the pugil¬
ists Ileenan and Sayers. Outside of the

large cities, among the cronies of the bruis¬

ers, nobody knows or cares anything about
them, except the gentle wish that they both

may be arrested and sent to the work-house
or the tread mill.
A call is made for a meeting in Washing¬

ton, of the Democratic National Committee,
to be held on the 5th of April. It is thought
it has reference to a change in the place for

holding the Democratic Convention, as tie

clamor on the subject continues-but it is

not believed that any change can or will be

made.
mi

Professor Charles Frick. M. D., a member
of the Faculty of the University of Mary¬
land. School of Medicine, and a physician ot

great promise, died in Baltimore, on Sun
Jav. of a short illness, from a di*ea5»e knoAU
as"diphtheria, a throat affection.

Our New Orleans exchanges contain full
accounts of the late occurrences before Vera
Crux, and the capture of the Marin expedi¬
tion The detailed account is only an am¬

plification of what has been received by tele-
gr*Ph-

.

New York city has a Board of "Ten Gov¬
ernors," who govern the Almshouse, Peni¬
tentiary, and other charitable and reformato¬
ry institutions of the city. The New York
Tribune is engaged in exposing the corrupt
eondoet of these Governors, charging them
with Riot, Rom, and Robbery, and all sorts
if tbomxBaiioni, that are truly startling.

Ill the House of Representatives, hist Fri¬

day, u bill came up, for the relief of the le¬

gal representatives of Col. Charles Porter-
field, of the Revolutionary army. To this
bill Mr. Stanton stated briefly his objections,
Mr. Harris, of Virginia, who is a representa-
live from the district of the claimants, asked
to he heard in their behalf. He was reared
and lived in the midst of the heirs and de¬
scendants of that gallant officer, Charles
Porterfield. lie knew them to be honest and
just men. of the highest sense of honor, and
the strictest iutegrity; men whose bare as¬

sertion of a right is, among those who know
them, conclusive evideucv of the justice of
their demands. He would not go into the
dry details of the bill, for it is one that
should commend itself to all sections and all

j parties. The hero whose heirs now claim,
was the same young olficer who, in 1 T7i>,

| left bis native county of Jefferson, in \ irgi-
nia, and passed over that memorable rock
at Harper's Kerry so eloquently and touch-
ingly described by .Mr. Buteler. To him
(Mr. B,) the speaker need not appeal
for support, for that blood-stained rock

! spoke iu terms more eloquent and effective
than any thing which he (Mr. Harris) could
saw To the members from Massachusetts,
aud New England generally, to whose relief
Col. Porterfield had hastened in the day of
peril, be appealed with every confidence that
he should receive their united support, and
to the gentlemen of the sunny South, to the
sous of the old Palmetto, on whose soil the
gallant young officer fell, Mr. II. appealed.
He appealed also to that chivalry which had
ever distinguished her suns, and he felt

j confident that it would not be wanting now
in doing honor to the memory of a bravo
youug officer, who fell in defence of her
right* and liberties, and in doing an act of
simple justice to his heirs and representa¬
tives. There being unmistakeable indica¬
tions of an approval of the measure, Mr. Har¬
ris refrained from further remarks, and on

the passage of the bill, there appeared to bo
(V7 to 44, but, this boing less than a quorum,
the House adjourned.

Capt. Webb, of the schoouor Thomas E.
' French, arrived at N. York, reports that on

J the 21st iust., four miles north of Bnrnogat,
he picked up a boat containing a Chinaman,
who stated that he had escaped from the
sloop Spray, of Guilford, Conn., which had
that day been in collision with the sloop
Luoindft, of Kockaway.that the Spray sunk
in fifteen minutes after colliding, carrying
down with her the captain, named Leete,
and his brother, who were the only persons
on board besides luui.-elL rl he Chinaman
was supplied with a hatchet, compass and
some provisions, and so far as regards the
collision, his statement was correct, as it
was subsequently ascertained that the Lu-
cinda put into Little Egg Harbor in a daru-
aged condition. It is suspected, however,
that the Chinaman murdered the captain
and his brother and then deserted tho
vessel.
The Charleston Mercury, the leading Dem-

ocratic organ of .South Carolina, is exceed¬

ingly severe in its denunciations of the
Northern Democracy, alleging that, "as a

party, they are against the South," ami
"striving to enforce their policy of Squatter
Sovereignty upon the South".that the
Pennsylvania Democracy "are actuated by
but two principles.to plunder the South,

(and to bully her".and that the "entire
Democratic party of the North, as a party,
is utterly hostile to the Constitutional rights
aud interests of the South.

In the House of Representatives, last Fri¬

day was a real working da}'. The Commit¬
tees having been called, three bills of a pub¬
lic character, and fifty-seven private bills
wero reported. 1' ifty-ono adverse reports
were made. In Committee of the \V hole,
twenty-three private bills were acted upon
favorably, and seventeen were objected to

aud consequently passed over for the day..
After the Committee rose and reported, all
the bill* favorably considered in Committee
were passed by the House, except three,
upon which special votes were demanded.

The Washington correspondent of the Bos¬
ton Journal says: "The State Department is

preparing astatement of the manner in which
it will be proper to receive and entertain the
.Japanese mission, expected to arrive here
next month, some seventy strong. Congress
will be asked to make the necessary appro¬
priations for defraying the espouses of this
novel delegation, by way of returning simi¬
lar favors shown the American negotiators
in Japan, and it is humorously suggested
that there will be a demand for fat dugs and
other oriental luxuries."

In the coining census, we hope that we

shall have full details on commerce. W e

hope that we shall have a full account of the
business of tho banks, insurance companies,
custom houses, railroads, and the other im-
portant institutions of our country. The
census ought to be very complete in all ro-

spects. A largo sum of money will be ap¬
propriated for the purpose of having it ac-

ourately taken, and no interest should be
neglected.
On the 22d inst., $1)0,000 worth of proper¬

ty was destroyed by fire at Pekin, 111. Mr.
Hoffman, druggist, sustained a loss of $10,-
000; Rupert & Vincent $20,000; Rhodes &
Co. $t'»,000. The postofttce was also consum¬
ed.

Letter from Richmond.

Correspondence, of the Alexandria Gazette.
Richmond, March -4..The House of Del¬

egates passed, on motion of -Mr. Harvey, to¬

day, the bill incorporating tho Northern
Neck Bank. $100,000 capital, oh the old

principle; incorporating the 1 uniberland,
Morefield, Romney and Capon Springs Turn¬
pike Company; amending the charter of the
Southern Protection Insurance Company of
Alexandria, so as to authorize Insurances
on lives and Marine risks; to re-district the
County of Calhoun; Senate bill amending
the 4th section of an act amending the char¬
ter of the Virginia Fire and Marine Insur¬
ance Company, passed 4th January, IS.18;
to incorporate the Masonic Hail Association,
of the town of Harrisonburg, (this is a sub¬
stitute for the close charters of O ld Fellows
and Masons, against which the House has
now set itself;) to enlarge the capital stock
of the West Milford and New Salem, Turn¬
pike Company; to provide f«>r the collection
of the State Revenue by the Sergeant of the
city of Portsmouth; to pay the amount of a

decree against tho Commonwealth, in the
easo of Johu Morrow's heirs, vs. McGaines
e*cheator, (ayes 102, noes 1;) to incorporate
the Feteriuan Cove Turnpike Company,
State subscription; Mountain Lake and Salt
Sulphur Turnpike, State aid (£4,800, ayes *7,
noes 27,) amending the charter of Marshall
and Ohio Turnpike Company; granting a

pension of $06 per annum to (ieorge W.
Richardson, of Martinsburg, wounded at

Harper's Ferry, in the John Brown raid.
One or two more John Brown raids, and the
State treasury will be pretty well drained.
The Senate has been engaged all day on

the tax bill, and struck out the 1 j>«r cent,
tax, by ayes 3o, noes 9, and adjourned.
The Conference Committee on the Bank

redemption, meets to-ui^h'.
"A LOOKER OK"

I

Nows of the Day.
44 To show the very ayeandbody of the time?."

Official tie?patches show that, apart from
the direct followers of Cortina, the Mexicans
have endeavored to retard rather than t<> en¬

courage his forays, as has been represented.
The people of Tamaulipas were much alarm¬
ed and fearful of an invasion by the Texans,
of which, however, there is no probabilty.
The latest accounts from Denver city give

the particulars of an exciting duel between
Dr. S. Stone member of the Provincial Leg¬
islature, and at present Judge of the Miners
Court, at Mountain city, and Acting-Gover-
nor Lucian W. Bliss, the regular Secretary
of State, which was fought with double bar-
reled shot guns. Some five hundred people
witnessed the combat. Dr. Stone was mor¬

tally wounded in the groin at the first tire..
Ilia adversary was unharmed.
One of the item 4 of Foreign news states,

that "no more floating batteries with iron
sides are to bo constructed in Kngland, ow¬

ing to the Armstrong guns having complete-
j ly riddled the immensely thick iron plates ot
| the experimental vessel." How will this
conclusion affect the iron floating battery,
now process of construction at llobokcu?
Judge Lowe, of the Luited States District

Court of Iowa, ou Tuesday last, in the c»-c

of the St. Louis Chamber of Commerce
agninst the Rock Island Bridge Company,
decided that tho said- bridge was a nuisance,
and ordered that the defendant should re¬

move the main pier by the first of July, and
the lower part by the first of October. I he
caso will be taken to the Supreme Court.
The captured Mexican steamers had six

bomb-mortars, six 24 pounder cannons, 2,000
stand of small arms, 1,500 shells, and other

j munitions of war. The value of the prizes
is estimated at $00,000, though the steamer
Gen. Miramon is said to be very badly injur-
ed, the first broadside of the Saratoga hav-
ing completely riddled her, and in her at-

tempt to escape, she afterwards ran aground.
It was two days before she could be got off.
and in her passage to New Orleans she again
broke down and had to be towed.
Zadock Pratt porformed the journey from

San Francisco to St. Louis, without stopping
at any one time for more than half an hour,
the whole occupying 10 days, with 150
relays of four, five and six horses or mules
to the team, about half being mules. This
is a wonderful feat for a man nearly seventy
years of age. There was a conductor and a

driver, both armed to the teeth. In some

places they carried water sixteen miles and
then drove forty miles without water,

A few weeks hence, about the time of our

Easter, our Hebrew citizens will celebrate
their passover, on the 14th of A man.their
first month; and on tho 10th of Tishri they
will observe the most important and solemn
dav in their entire ceremonial system..
"The Great Day of Atonement," On that day
those who are by birthright children of the
Hebrew faith, will present themselves in the
tabernacle, no matter how indifferent they
may be to the requirements of their law at

all other times and seasons.

Francis Barlow, a Virginian, who recently
arrived in New York, was swindled out of
£2') on Tuesday by a sharper, who made
himself familiar, and soon asked him to

change a $100 bill for him, as in wanted to

pay a debt of $25 at a store which they were

then passing. Barlow could not change the
bill, but lent the fellow S25, he promising to
return it in a few minutes. He then dis¬
appeared and was not seen until the after¬
noon, when Barlow had him arrested.
A complimentary entertainment was given

on the 9th inst. at Nassau, to the Hon. C. II.
Nesbit, Colonial Secretary of New Provi¬
dence, promoted to be Lieutenant Governor of
the Island of St. Vincent. Kx-President
Pierce, Sir Gore Ouseley and other distin-
guished gentlemen were present. The health
of the ex-President of the I'nited States be¬
ing proposed, that gentleman made a very
handsome and eloquent response, which is

reported in full in the Nassau Guardian.
P. T. Barnuui, the showman, having paid

off the last of his "clock notes," has taken

charge of the American Museum in Now
York. The Tribune of Saturday, says:.

"To-day, between the acts of the play, Mr.
Barnuiii will appear upon his own stage, in
his own costly character of the \ ankee Clock-
maker, for which he qualified himself, and
will give a brief history of his adventures
as a clockmaker, showing how the clock ran

down, and how it was wound up."
Those inevitable hangers ou at all great

gatherings, the thieves, have already become
domiciled in Charleston, S.C., and commenced
operations. On Tuesday night, two of the
chevailers robbed live travellers, at the Mills
House, of $500 and two gold watches. They
were arrested. The same night a traveller
at tho Charleston Hotel lost his watch and a

sum of money.
An invitation has gone forth to 'all bearing

the Andrews name" to meet in family con¬

vention in Wallingford, Conn., on Wednes¬
day, August 2'J. Communications of replies
should be addressed to Orrin Andrews, Se¬
cretly of the Committee, Wallingford, Conn.
The invitation includes, also, ail who are

descended from the Andrews.
Mr. Thomas Ferris, a resident of Shelby-

ville, Tenn., has returned home with a fugi¬
tive slave, who voluntarily accompanied him
to his old home, having tasted the sweets of
liberty in several uorthern cities for the past
six months. Mr. Ferris unexpectedly dis¬
covered his slave peddling apples on the rail¬
road at Syracuse.
A convention of the Methodist Kpiscopal

churches in Philadelphia, has voted in favor of

taking measures to secure lay representation
in the geueral and annual conferences of the
church. 'J'h® Philadelphia K.Conference,
on the other hand, has declared against the
proposed measure.

At Fort Wayne, la., March 21, a fire entirely
destroyed the Times building, containing the
office and stock of the Daily Times, the In¬
diana Free M:ison, the clothing storo of J,
G. Thiem & Bro., and other occupants. Los*
over $15,000. Thiem & Bro., are insured
for $0,000.
A rather destructive tire occurred at Sac¬

ramento on the 4th. \\ eston s brick build¬
ing occupied by A. Searle's carriage shop;
Toil's brick stable and the old county court
building, which was being fitted as a hotel,
was burnt. Loss $20,000.
That job of jobs, the raising of the entire

block of buildings on the north side of Lake
street in Chicago, is progressing rapidly..
The buildings are being undermined, and
huge timbers got uuder, and to some extent,
the screws have been in operation.
As an evidence of the#.nticipated activity

in the grain market, it may be mentioned
that the New York Central Railroad Com¬
pany has ordered the construction of one

thousand froi^ht cars for carrying wheat.
It appears that tl^u amount of bonds sub¬

scribed by Pittsburg and 4-Hegany county,
Pa., to various railroads in that vioiuity, is
$4,100,000, and that the interest due thereon
is nearly $900,000.
The United States steamer Pocahontas

has sailed with sealed orders, but is no doubt
ordered to the Qulf of Mexioo-

James A. McCorkle, who embezzled sl">,-
000, of the funds of the People's Bank, at

Riehmond, Indiana, of which he wa- cashier,
has been tried, convicted, and sentenced to

pay a fine of &>00, bo disfranchised for five
years, arid incarcerated iu the State pris m
for four years. After committing the crime,
McCorkle fled to Texas, but was followed and
captured.
A few of the Pages of the House of Rep¬

resentatives have already made their ap¬
pearance on the flour, arrayed iu a portion of
the uniform which it is proposed to have
them all shortly adopt. The uniform is
to consist of an entire suit of Cadet cioth,
with a dark stripe down the pantaloons..
This cloth is very serviceable, as well as ex¬

ceedingly neat in appearance.
Travellers in western New York report

the growing wheat as premising, and ap-
parently safely through the winter. From
the western States the limited information
we have is also favorable. In no (Quarter
have we noticed other than flattering acc »unts
thus far, unless we excopt the late sown

wheat in a part of Kentucky.
The St. Louis papers notice the ceremonies

of the second Annual Comm mccment >f the
Homoeopathic Medical College of that. city.
The Express ot that city states that the sys-
tem of practice has gained very much iu po¬
pularity iri the West, and particularly in
that oily.
At Memphis, Tenn., March 23,the steam¬

boat Persia, loading t >r Cincinnati, caught
fire, and was towed into the stream, where
she burned to the water's edge. Iler cargo,
which included 300 bales of cotton, was to¬

tally destroyed, upon which there an in-
5uranee of §5,000.
A French republican club has been form¬

ed in New York, the object of which will be
to spread and propagate the doctrines of the
republican party, and to act in concert with
it in ail measures, having the exclusion of
slavery from the territories, and the safeguard
of free labor for their end.

) During the progress of the trial of a cause

iu one of our courts yesterday, says the Bos¬
ton "Traveller," a witness, in reply to tho
question, "What is your bu-ines-, sir'.'"
answered, "1 am a retired merchant, sir,
without means." Tho answer created a
smile all around the court room.

At New Orleans, March 23, the sloop of
war Preble arrived with the balance of the
prisoners ofthe prize steamers Gen. Miramon
and Marque/. All on board of her are well.

J We have no further news from Mexico b\
her.
The Mayor of Cincinnati, imitating the

| celebrated Caliph of Bagdad, nightly pr >wls
about the city disguised in an old touched
hat and a coat ragged and torn, in order that
he might the more effectually satisfy himself

| of the watchfulness of the police force.

Virginia News.
W. C. Knight, of the N inth Senatorial 1 >is-
......J triet of Virginia, has resigned his .^eat in

! the State Senate.the resignation to take
effect at the close of tiia present s.'ssi .a ol
the Legislature.

.The clerk's iu Petersburg were to hold a

meeting last S aturday, to protest a^ tirist the
j law which onerously taxes their salari ;s.

A meeting of the Dem cratio party was

held in Madison Count}*, last week, at which
animated speeches were made by different
gentlemen, which caused some little exoite-
ment for a while, and resulted in the suc¬

cess of the Hunter men, in so far as the
meeting was concerned. Nearly every Hun-
ter man in tho county was present at the
meeting, which amounted to the enormous

quantity of ol out of about '»."» voter* in
the county. The Wise men made i'.<> effort
to carry any point.

In Norfolk. Va., on Saturday i^st, the
butchers and huckster- *\-tru :k" an 1 \n >ui»i
not rent any stalls from th city, alleging
that the minimum price charged by the city
(£100 and *75) was too much. The auction¬
eer could not »;et more than two of the stalls
off. The butchers, however, soon changed
their minds on learning that lite authorities
intended to ask double pay for all stalls not
rented before Monday.

It. L. T. Beale, who has resigned his seat
in the Virginia Senate, to take effect from
the 1st of May, represented the counties of
Richmond, Lancaster, Northumberland and
Westmoreland. We make the following
extract from his card:."The only safe foun¬
dation for individual action, is a sound mo¬

rality; a sound morality is only taught in
the Word of God: and though within the
pale of no church, I do not hesitate to point
you to that morality inculated by the Bible
as the only sure foundation of civil liberty."
According to the statement of Mr. Dickin-

inson, of Prince Edward, the present legis¬
lature has appropriated between nine and
tou millions of dollars. Our public debt
before, was some thirty-one millions, making
a present indebtedness of some forty millions
of dollars.
At the term of the Circuit Court of Meck¬

lenburg, two respectable an J intelligent free
negroes presented petitions praying that they
might be permitted to enslave themselves t'»
masters of their selection.
A manufacturing Company has been in¬

corporated at Danville, to bring into requisi
tion the superior water power with which
Danville is favored. It is proposed to erect
cotton and other woolen factories along the
canal.
The residence and store of Mr. J. l>. Wor-

ley, in Clarksville, was destroyed by lire on

Saturday morning last.
Oa Saturday, the 17th insf., there was

presented a ilag to the Kiehardson (iuards,
by the ladies of Madison county.
The Warrenton Whig sav-?:.On Friday

evening last, a large concourse of servants

composed a procession which bore t » the
grave the remains of "Auir F inny Warner,"
as she was called and known in Warrenton.
Siie was, in every respect a most excellent
and faithful woman, an 1 leaves even am >ng
the white people of the plauQ, many who
will regret her departure.
At Jefferson Court, held 2nd day of March,

18G0, James W. Campbell, refusing to quali¬
fy as Executor of John Br>wn, wh > was ex-
cuted on the 2nd day of December last, his
estate was committed to the hands of the
Sheriff of the County.

From California.
New Yoitk, March .The steamer Hal-

tic, from A'pinwall, arrived this afternoon
with California dates t<» the '>ih instant, and
$890,000 iu specie. This shipment i- uiiii-d-

a'ly small, on account of very large invest¬
ments in the Washoe silver mines.
The frigate Roanoke, frigate Sabine, and

storeship Relief were at A»piuwall.
There is no news of consequence from Cal¬

ifornia. The Democratic State Convention
of Oregon had elected delegates to Charles¬
ton, and the Republican State Committee
had appointed delegates to Chicago.

Lieut. Mullein's wagon-road expedition
was in winter quarters whan la.*t heard from.
The road was comp'eted for a distance of
three hundred miles from Fort V, allawulla,
and was expected to be finished to Fort Ren-
ton next fall.

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.
In the Senate, on Saturday, Mr. l-bcll, by

leave, iutroduced a lull, allowing a pension
t > Mrs. Bridget Hurley, widow of Tli >n»as

Hurley, who was killed at the Harper's Ferry
affair. Read the first time.

.Mr. Armstrong offered the foil >wing joint
resolution, which, under the rule, lies over:

Resolved, by the General Assembly, That
the board of commissioners appointed to audit
the accounts growing out ol the recent inva¬
sion of the State, at Harper's Ferry, in the
eount v of Jefferson, be instructed to allow, in
accordance with the restrictions and limit i-

linns of the act heretofore passed on the sub¬
ject, the claims of f«uch portion of the 80th
Regiment as were in actual service on the oc¬

casion aforesaid, provided, that no such claim
-hall be allowed, unless it appear that the
person making such claim was in service
under an order which bv law he was bound
to obey.
House bill, imposing taxes for the sn;-

port of government, came upon it- pn« i ;e,
us the order of the day.

Mr. Wickham moved to amend by strik¬
ing out from the section, on licenses, the fol¬
lowing W'jrd.-, and when ihe tax is in propor¬
tion to the -ales, one per centum on the
amount ol taxable sales, except that ou li-
ccn-es granted in the year eighteen hundred
and sixty.

This motion was advocated by Messrs.
Wiekham and August, opposed by Mr. Uran¬
ium, and agreed to, by the following voU:

Aves.Messrs. Armstrong, August. Bruce,
Carson, Carrawav, Carter, Claiborne,Cughil',
Coleman, Day, Douglas, Finney, French,
Isbeii, Johnson, Knight, Liyne, L»gan,
Lynch, Marshall. Massie, McKeuney, N co-

son, Xcwloti, Newman. Rives, Smith, Stuart,
Thomas of Henry, Thompson, Towne*, I r-

quhart W ickliam.
Xoca.Messrs. Brannon. Dickinson, <«:«t*%-

wood, Greever, Jones, Xeal, Paxton, Penny-
backer, Richmond.V.
Mr. Early said he had paired off with

Mr. Pate.
Mr. Wiekham moved further to amend

by striking of^. the following words in the
same section, "without making any of the
distinctions required to be mado in 'Act mak¬
ing regulations concerning licenses,' except
the distinction ot thosales ol goods directly
imported by the seller into this State Irom
some foreign country," so as to leave the tax

bill as it is so far as merchants' licenses are

concerned.
Mr. Brannon moved to amend by inscrt-

' ing the following clause:
"And when the tux is in proportion to the

sales, if the sales be less than £>,000, the
tax shall be one per cent, on the amount
thereof; it the sales be ot or over 000,
and under SoO.OUO, the tax on the excess
ubovo the first $j,000 shall bo three-fourtlis
of one per cent.; if of £-30,000, and under
$100,000, the tax shall be ou uli over the ex¬

cess over the first $">0,000, one half per cent.;
und, it ofand over $100,U0U, the tax -hail be
on the excess over the first $100,000, one-

fourth ofone per cent."
.Mr. Paxton moved to amend by providing

f«»r a tax of one-tenth per cent., where the
sales exceed $2">0,0!'O. The President ruled
Mr. Paxton's amendment out of order.

Mr. Rrannon'8 amendm nt was su.-taine 1
by Messrs. Xewlon and Brannon. Before
taking a vote, th bill and ameridm"nt were
laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Paxton.

In the House of Delegates, bills were

i»;i~1 to amend the 1st, .> !, 4tl», 0th, and
11th sections of an act passed January I,
1854. entitled an net to incorporate the

j S lurhern Protection Insurance Company of
Alexandria, \ a.; and to incorporate the
Northern Neck Bank of \ irginia.
On motion of Mr. Phelps, it was.

Resolved, That the Governor of this i.'um-
monwealth be requested to report to thi-
General Assembly, the am unt of the expen-

| sea incurred by him in guarding the prison-
ers. Stevens and llazlett, until their execu-

lion.
A bill "prescribing the duties of commis¬

sioners of the revenue," was made the order
of the day for Monday next, at 1-o'clock M.
A pension of $06 was granted to George

W. Richardson, of the town of M irtinsburg,
who was wounded at Harper's Ferry.

Foicigu News.
The Kspana ol Madrid of the 28 th of Feb¬

ruary has the following: ".Mr. Preston, the
resident Minister of the I nited States in
Madrid, will shortly leave this city wi'h
his family, who will remain in Paris until
his return from America to Spain in the
next spring. It is believed that the the voy¬
age of the American Minister is not foreign
to the arrangement of our affairs with tno
I nited States,
Tho !a-.t arrival from Europe brings u

intelligence of the death of one of the few
remaining officers who served under tlie
first Napoleon.Marshal Keilie, who was

among the most prominent men in the wars
. .f the first Empire. In 1847 Lmis Philippe
made him Marshal of France, and ho was,
from 1852 to tfie time os his death, a senator
of France. By his death, Jerome B maparte
is the oldest living Marshal of France.

ft is said tint "a valuable discovery has
ju-t been made in tho vaults of an eminent
London banker. The discovery consists of a
large box of letters, containing thecorrespon-

i denceof.Mr. Bradshaw, Secretary of the Trea-
S sury in the rei^n «I George 111.a man very
well known to the readers of Wap tie's L ;t-
ters and of the Secret History of the Court
Intrigues, when Queen Victoria's paternal
grandfather was King.

Died lately in L mdon, General John De-
vereux, aged M2. He raised the Irish legion
which, under Bolivar,engaged in the succes-
ful struggle for independence in Colombia.
The provinces of Central Italy were to de¬

cide, on the llth instant, by popular vote,
whether they should be annexed to Sardinia
or be formed into a separate kingdom.
The Pope, says a private letter from Rome,

continues to enjoy good health, although hi-
troubles seem rather to increase than to di¬
minish.

Revolving Bracelet..A New York let¬
ter describes a piece of jewelry which is
destined to make a sensation among the
"female persuasion." It is a strap bracelet
of fine link chain, of a quaint Yenitian pat¬
tern. The centre, set in a circular head, is
a clutrr of diamonds, having an outside
waving edge of black enamel, divided into

| twelve departments, each nestling a dazzling
brilliant. Between the edge and the central
glory is a vine of fine gold in what sailors
term "round turn>," each turn embracing
one of this cluster of diamonds, and from
this vine buds of tine diamonds burst into
lijrht. Hut in the centre of all are two

j wheels, set in black enamel ground, each
i having eight arms, and ea h arm twelve dia¬
monds. These wheels turn on a common
axle, the hub being the largest diamond of
all, and by an ingenious piece of machinery,
which is wound up with a key, these wheels
are male to revolve in opposite directions
tor two hours. Imagine the effect of this
pyrotecnic display in a brilliantly lighted
saloon, with a fair plump arm beneath it, if
you can! What admiration it would c >m-
mand from the men: what envyings and
heart-burnings it would excite in the wo-'
men.

Democratic I'-.vje in Virginia..Mr.
R >bert H. Glass, one of the Hunter Delegate
to Charleston, elected in the Farmviile Dis¬
trict, is the federal postmaster at Lynchburg.This is in direct derogation of the establish¬
ed Democratic usage in Virginia. At all
gii.es, heretofore, the Virginia Dem >craey
nnve uncompromisingly opposed the election
to such a post of any appointee of the Feder¬
al Executive.. Rich. Ena. |

I Com Jfl'NICATED.

Political Assemblies..«v ». b. joiinso>,

11 iseminently right that the peopleshould,
"{.on u 1! proper occasions, assemble to con¬

sider their welfare; for they owe it to them¬
selves, ami to their country, frequently to

collect in bodies, fur the purpo.se not only of
discussing those things which concern their
publ;f or political interest, but to examine
the conduct of those whom they have chosen
to represent their will. I»ut this province,
iiko all those function# which possess a

facility that may be easily turned to sub-
nerve vicious ends, is often prostituted, and
we observe, in many instances, those demon¬
strations which cannot be regarded as any¬
thing more than what may bu called the
*(>mt ken/ <.! 1'olihcal Asxt'mblicx, which is
evinced, not as the feeling of an assembly,
but as the sentiment of designing individu¬
als, who make such gatherings the instru¬
ments by which to put their sophisticated
.-..hemes in force, and who, making the most
of their circumstances, proclaim them to the
world as the "proceedings of a large and
enthusiastic meeting.''

It is thus that we account fur the hoifh-
I'<tfelt manner in which resolutions are digest¬
ed by public meetings. Oilicious individu¬
als present themselves at almost everv poli¬
tical assembly, with their bats filled with
"tr,v and "iwolc* «.," and hurrv them
thr aiji, with- ut allowing the mind'of th<!
audience time ti> consider whether the object
assumed in fin* resolutions expresses the
sentiment which is to govern the future ac-

tifii of it' members.
Kxamples of what wo denominate the

quackery ot political Hsseuiblies, are quite
j abundant, and one who observes the pro¬
ceeding- of such bodies, finds that, by the
inconsiderate usoof the "ayes" and "navs,"
they resolve to do things which they ought
not to do, and afterwards do not do, and not
to do things which they ought to do, and
afterwards do. A^ an example, we have a

political assembly for the purpos" of appoint¬
ing delegates to represent the voters thereof
in a proposed Convention, which in turu is
to designate other delegates to a second Con-

i volition, to nominate a candidate for the
Presidency ol the I nited States. After the

| appointment of the delegafe«». a member of
tlie assembly arises and offers a resolution,
declaring that the members of the meeting
deem it inexpedient to express a choice for
any one of the various aspirants presented
for their suffrages, and, without a moment's
thought, the assembly passes the resolution,
and u is published to the world that the
people, in their primary meeting, deemed it
inexpedient to -iy whom they would like to
have t > represent them in any given office.
Hence, it is plainly seen, b\ non-committal
resolutions, tlie people fail, in u remarkable
degree, to exercise their will, and compel
themselves to accent any man whom a pre-
e uicerted t invention may offer, and willing
or unwilling, pleased or displeased, to be
whipped into his support by the cry of
nominee.

J low truly absurd it is to say, the people
| dee n it inexpedient to express a choice for
in individual to fill those offices whose func-
lions are composed of their vested or yielded
rights, and the exercise of which must have
i direct influence up ;ii their lives, liberty,
and happiness ! \\ hat! the people deem it

| inexpe lient to express a choice? Who have
j the pe pits to fear ' Who are above the peo-
pie? Yv hat higher p ditical authority have
we than popular sentiment? Have the peo-

I pie grown so lust to the appreciation of prin¬
ciples, as to be forced to put their judgment
and honor in the keeping of a certain set of
delegates? < >¦., have party hacks, pliant
placemen, and impuilent demagogues, grown
s » powerful as to overawe the people, and
proclaim, "* V< »u shall not express a choice, but
shaii leave the selection ol a candidate to us,
and you shall blindly support anv name we

shall, iu our pleasure, indicate: for we, the
wire-workers, are your party mastors, and
the ho.y.v.f of political tactics."

Ii an individu il is an office-holder, or an

office-seeker, and a number of aspirants are
before the people, lie may deem it inexpe-
lient t express a choice, for by doing so he

risk Kin positiou or his chance for a

share <»f the patronage, in the elevation of
.ne against whose claims an expression of
choice may have militated. This is the
policy of the office-holder and office-seeker;
ic.it the people have no selfish end to sub¬
serve. and it is, therefore, expedient for
them to express a choice whenever a suita¬
ble occasion presents itself, or the nature of
the times demand it. For if the people
wish to maintain their rights in purity, and
have the offices, which are made by their
suffrage, administered in the spirit in* which
they should be, they must select good, true,
and competent men, t > represent them; and
the only way in which they can make such
a selection, is to examine carefully the his¬
tory ot those who desire to serve them, and
iscertain whether the past course and con¬
duct of such aspirants will justify them in
placing them in power. Let them sustain
true men t > represent their will, such as can
and will d *ebarge, in a quiet and dignified
manner, the duties of the offices to which
they may he elevated: and not, as is too
common iy tin; practice, a vent the importu¬
nate services of th >se mouthy, flippant poli¬
ticians, who are always twaddling about
fjarfi/, an ! talking of the stvitucit of govern¬
ment, i i thi! neglect of the responsibility of
their positions, and the interests of those
whom they represent.

lhe species of quackery which we wish to
mention next in this connection, is made
manifest in what is called the "Packing pro¬cess." This is generally accomplished by
the concerted action of a few individuals
ho desire the elevation of some particular

favorite with whom they have made the bar¬
gain ii you will lurcher mv interest, 1
« iil furtlc r yours. These few individuals

j ''.¦ ide to have a political assembly, and in
pursuance of a n itiee, a meeting of the vo¬
ters is called. Mr. A., seeing the place of
the meeting pretty well crowded with the
yeomanry, at the earliest allowable moment,

j in tves that .his friend I»., who is awureof hi*
j intention, be called to the chair. The meet-
ing is not so impolite as to reject Ii. for such
an inconsiderate office as chairman of a
common meeting, and thus Mr. B. is d»-
elated chairman of ihe assembly. A. a-ain
moves that another friend, C., with whom it
is also pre-arranged, be appointed secretary;
and, again, that the chair appoint a commit¬
tee, of a certain number, t»> present the
names to be voted upon as delegates by the
meeting. I he chairman selects the coinmit-

and A.. -»f .. »urse, is made chairman of
sail Jinnnttee, to indicate suitable persons
to be voted for as delegates. The affair is
n i\v nio^t securely packed, and the three
laving ;h>- whole machinery iu their own
(land.-, select just such delegates as will rep¬
resent their particular prejudices. Then A.,
in order to make his scheme more perfect,
1 'Hows his premeditated work with a reso¬
lution to commit all the voters of the meet¬

ing to support the nominee of the expectedConvention. J'hus. by maneuvering. A.,
B , and C. have fixed the whole proceeding,'arid proclaim who shall be presented to the
Voters, independent of the nuyopty. Thus
tricksters in!e « onventions, Conventions rule
the people, and demagogues the country.¦ditical assembliesshoujd be very circum¬
spect in their proceedings; for the abuse of
the peoples confidence, and the doctrine of
delegation, have given rise to more politicalcatastrophes, and greater political inconve¬
nience, tiian all the governmental errors be-
side.

rt the evil of which w# c tnplain eontin j

ued cnly with political assemblies, lU,j
journed .sinr. </i>- with their members twould be nt I ut little importance, but it
otherwise; for hastily paved re.-olutioii*
ten commit a whole people to | ur (

a course, which, upon examinatii n. they
find to be erroneous, and they ar.: f.,n >

obedience to their second anber judgment
repudiate it, and thereby make them»e!-..

; appear, if not ridiculous, at Ira^t. b tl,
consistent and inconsiderate. This f ;y
gives rise to the reproach; "Oh ! the j
will do anything. They ru^li on blind;>
and will laud a man to J leaven one lay
and the next, wallow him in the Intel.". .

\Y e believe no Mich thirty o( the j «.

recognize in their cool and calm notion, ti..>
fiat of a just and impartial judgment.

« These considerations >h >uld indue p
cal Assemblies to be prudent and dign
und let their resolutions be i t -t. h a

acter that they can aet upon t!ii*tn v.

firmness (it men and the purity »t" «¦!
who feel that their act-, are to weaken
strengthen those principb ¦- whi 1 n
basis <d our good and glorious instit i.

1 Alexandria. March 2'J, 18<>0.

, | Com m i.MCiTfu.
I do I.ope that the very inter<'>titig (jj,.

cusaion in tlie papers, about no p>-r < .
.

will go on. The subject is n> »\ j
heard little of it as yet, except at the
per cent" meeting, held Home dav» -

where I heard some eloquent -p. .-rh<t
1 ik»» '*( diver TwHt," 1 want "m-re.'
We have had enough of Iir ck, certain;-,

but this i- a very different matter. \\ \y
do«*s friend wisli to cut if -<i>-h ;
articles, and deprive me, and other*,
accustomed enjoyments of veiling. \\

we can lay by lor a rainy day ? MOHK

[( oMMr.N'ICATt :>

I hear it rumored that the Riflemen
; in contemplation.a visit to Richmond, r»

the 12th of April, to participate in th« inau¬
guration of the Statue of ('lav. I hope tv-r
Alexandria may be so fortunate a* to bo i ;
resented on that occu«ion by this eorj
whom w e are al! so justly proud.

Ci V IS,
MARRIED.

At Carlton, tieur Charlotte.-\ ille, on
iK.rnin<, the 2I«t, lit- Rev. P.. K. ,\! .vie i'r
M. SCHKLE DE VKRK, . t tlm 1 oivtr-.:*
Virginia, to Miss LUCY B.# daughter f
der Hives, esq.

m

OBITUARY.
Dirn, at hi- re.-i lenoe, in Albemarle ui -..

tbe 1 Ith of February, I-*JU, Mr. .\ \iHANIl 1
BURNLEY, aged 7:; \. u-.

1 he deceased bad beci: ioi r him . <>r ¦<! i

j knowu as on* of our iu> -t euterpi. a;,
cessful citizen*. Though the beavv hnf.il <>; af
Miction has been laid upon devi t>- I w > tt. i
children, yet, they som.w not a- fbo-.- wi, ..j

no hope. He h;ei beeu tor year- j if a, >'

j the Presbyterian Church, a; I bv a life : ui rta
ami devoted piety, had, in agreat i gt-
the doctrine of God hie Suvi »ur.

Died, on the 1st iust., at her re si lei;-
ijuier County, in the 6Vth year >.f her Mr<
CORDELIA BLACK WELL, wile ot J» hn i
well, and daught r of tho late Edwari I)./,
The deceased wa« f »r ui<jre than 46 y- hi .. w 'tL.
member <>! the Methoduft Episeopal Church, hav-
ingembraeed religion in early li.c. ri:-;..T 1
well poisessud a clear ht-a'l, i warm 1»« :irt, i

many virtues; the reli^i n of the cro» elesat--
the powers of her >">ul. aud prompted her heart j

h> iv action; hence .-he gave evidence of i

alify and heavenly miududm-- J.>m w.:ii« .. j

In all the relations of lite tdm exempli;; i t.
triue ot "Divine gaidaute." 'i oe ,*.ek »

j poor had cause to 1 re her, ai i tl .rble.*- .

i follow her. H«-r Muiih vorke 11.> ,\> beer,
she was of feeble health aud fn _'ile
but "patience bad her perfect w<»rk,"ar, i -

umphe.i. .Sometime be'ore she went
she told her pastor that she felt she -co i
bank of the ri\er ol du.-ilh, and .-he ;

cm*.that for her "to liv< wa.. C:;ri r, bu: .

would be gain." On one cccaxiou -he -w >i

j away, and ou reviving -he exclaimed, ...>, j

dijappoiuted I am, t! at 1 am back .i.m;:, 1 \ t-

down at the water'.-edge; I -aw tlnj Life*; it n.

ing over for me; I put out my h. i t t-

of it. but it went ba-'k and I h. 1 i rotun

0ht for grace to wait his will!" l>ut tie-1-'
iust., her prayer was answered, the I a .id
and she pa.--ed quickly over I t .e -rv

VV'e mourn our lo.-.s, but rejoice in h«-» tt>

grain. May the '-(iod of !.C'.mf t

reAved. K. I>. i.i v. y. s.

Died, iu Culpej er County, ..i the 12:;.
cember, ISOy. in tho t»9th year of hei M

j ANN* CORBIX, wife of .Mr. M. Cori n

Sister Corbin had boeti a consi.-tetit i.

tho Baptist Church tor thirty five ye n .. j -

sessed a meek and quiet spiiit, and n; all . :>

tioaB of life, exhibited tho religion of Christ, ani
is remembered with ;. I'eeti »n .ti d I*.\
flieted husband aud children. Sh«- wa.-much ;> .

voted to the welfare of her tami. v, I tl r-

virtues thone most plainly. The write) tl..-
Obituary bad known her tor thiri\ v«.ir^,
can truly say, he never heard her s| ...tk unkii >i.»

j of anyone. Her -eat uas always tiki n t .

house of liod, when able to attend, but
confined at home for more than a \ear wr

"

pick husband, little thinking hi wa-t! tii ¦<

culled to exchange the .-orrow- oi eatth * or

bliss of Heaven. Her hope iu fhrnt »a< liru
abiding to the last. May He who i«
err, comfort tho deeply atllicted bo- .< d
dreu, and prepare them for that nn n. ; v»i
knows no reparation.
/ 1 KKAT Hi SH | OR H \WTiiOHXK - V «
vJ BOOK at FREXCII'S L -k and
Depot.
The Marble Faun, '«r the 1, .iu.iu< "! t»

Beni, by Xathaniel Hawthorne, having it

run; a fresh supply, just received, '1 vol-. 12oi-
i $1.60.

The Masonic Tc\t < n*a ; .'

of Masonry and M.i »nic (irarnl L i^« -, ! n

earliest times, together with the' mstitu
Masonry, and a digest nf the 1 ws. rub -, and
lations of the tJrund I. .ilge of Virginia, a

plete compilation of the illustrations t M..- ...*

work in tho degrees, by .1« bn Dove, (tr.n I >. ¦'

tiiry of the liruml Lodge of Virginia, ?! 'j-

The Virginia Text Book of Royal Ar -ii v

ry, containing a history of Royal Ar *'<.>¦

and a Methodical Digest of the law.-, r :

regulations of the Grand Chapter "f

John Dove, (Jrand Secretary of riie <.. ' b
.

Arch Chapter of Virginia, $!.?.*».
Applcton's Railway and M a.a

'

Guide for April, 2-se.
Agricultural Works.Amcr. au \-

for April, terms, ii per annum.
American Farmer, terms J1.
The Horticulturist, a Journal of L .> i:

Rural Taste, $'J per annum.
The Country Gentleman, f'2 p.-.
Hall's Journal of Health l« r AptU, 1
Comic Monthly for April, f<
(ierinan Papers received rej ;!ar!y.
Irank Leslie's Illustrirte Zeitu!i,r, f
New Yorker Criminal Zeituug. -iu

tisches Journal, 6c.
Xew Yorker Illustrirte Zeitung a; i 1 lUJ ""

blatter, rtc.
Wochenblatt der New Yorker va.it- /

<5 ots.
All the papers for the week.Ledger. M ,r*

Weekly. Waverley Magaxiue, Leslie, X. \ '. '

trated, Harper's Weekly, b »ud'»u News, ^ »¦

Fair, hia^, Gleason'ii I'ietoriil, I¦ iil*'-'
Clipper, X. Porter and Wilke's Spirit.
<rue.-t, and cv«*ry tli'iigt;!.-".

REMOVAL.
CONFECTIONERY AND FRUIT STOfib

hAVID APPICH respectful!) in! *>'*

friends and the public, that he has t- n- '.

from the store, lately occupied by Luu. ''

Washington and St. Asaph to tbe Store, 1

ncr of King and St. Asaph *trcrts, *

will be happy to see and serve them wia
thing in his line. He hopes to merit and t' 01

iu his new home, a continuation of the
patronajro bestowed upon htm at the i ifs:

mh 27.eolm

Ctitrate magnesia, the ui .»<

/ aperient in use, a full supply, r .ei*'-
for sale bj IIKXKY COOK .1

mh 27 SarepU H*''

QC BOXES pur.- refined and silver flw .'*"1

rJU juet received, and for sale by cr
CIIARLKS J. W I5'"

mh 27 corner of Prince aud_P>n
T<A B0*B8 < 4 % i'1- ®
1 LlV/ French Wax, Hiul Adamantine,JujI'
®d aud for sate by .

mh
' MAKSUALL X CV,


